LIKE A FREE PRIVATE ACADEMY -

A chiarter school challenges inner-city kids with totigh |

coursework —.and engages them with art.and.yoga. .......

.. his school: the cafeterie food stinks. In-most places; such gripes-fall-upon.

&5 z ACHARY JOHNSON HAS A FAMILIA
deaf ears. Bur Zachary, 13, attends the Accelerated School in South Cen-

"tral Los Angeles, where the teachers ‘are determined to make school both™ | " "
challenging and. attractive.. Says. Zachary, who helped. persuade administtar... f...

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS Rilg8i, (7.} SO

INNER The Accelerated School/Los.Angeles ... .| . ..

. 1992 Los Angeles riots, South Cen- "
“~tfal” is poplldted’ mostly by hard-

" completed ninth grade. Forry- 8

fPLAINT ABOUT |

tors to add a salad bar; “Yhe teachers acrually listen to you, and you don’c

" “find that in other schools around here.”
..Nor.do.you find .many.inner-city. schools. with.-the acaden ...
mic results produced at Accelerated, which serves Grades K
“through 8 — and, asa charter school, is fige of much of the red’
. tape thae often chokes.other institutions. While some. states:
have begun to question whether most charter schools outper-
" form tegular public schools, the Stanford Achievement Tesc
scores- av Accelerated have- jumped ‘93% since 1997, with-
increases of 33% in reading and 28% in math last year alone.
' School officials credit their success in part to cheir 97%
aversge attendance rate, which in wrn is boosted by c¢lasses
that emphasize art, poetty and yoga &lOUg..@:
with arithmetic and grammar. “Unless . L ")
you're Fully engaging the mind and j

going to be as productive,” says
Kevin Sved, 34, the school’s co-founder.

municy’s other public schools by 270% on

last yeat's standardized tests. “It’s like =

8 ferred his two children there from a private
ademy. “T never expected to find qualicy

SCHOOL FACTS

body of the childten, they’re.not...{. ...
. Accelerated says it-outperformed che com- - 1+ -

20;000 private school without the toition;” says |
Mario Ortega, 37, a mortgage banker who trans- . ...

ducation in South Central-1Los-Angeles.” . - -

Infameus._ as the scene of thel

working Latino. and . black fami- 4
lies. Half its residents mever &

three pereent of its households i
earn less than $15,000 a year. N
The lure of crime and drugs

15 always whispeting jlist s

down the alley.

- Yét Accelerated shows
y.that even in. this setting, academ-

ic excellence is possible.

" The seed for Accelerated was planted in
1992 when.Sved .met.. Johnathan. Williams.
Both were teachers, and Williams was a
leader of thejr local union who teamed

. reforms at another South Central school.
But when their efforts were stymied by
* bBuresucrats, the duo'submicred to the Los
. Angeles Unified School District an appli-
catjon to start their own charcer school
“'under a new $tate Jaw permitting a limit-
ed. number - of .public schools to operate free of many
district and state regulations. Skeprical administrators
gave Sved and Williams juse six months to round up

. $200,000 in start-up money-and: find-a site for the - -

school. Afrer securing funding at the last moment
from Wells Fargo Bank, the two hurriedly went
door-to-door’ to rectiut Stideénts. In Septembeét 1994,

.. Accelerated opened with two teachers — Ana Ponce and.

Barbie DeHarc — and 50 students, shoehorned into a
leased chiirch social hall. ' R
“We had to-sell the people.here on the idea that .

thebr Jods sn peeend,” e TG e TTs @
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~ with-Sved-in a-failed-attempt to-imitiate - - -



